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OTTAWA, February 29, 2000 – Jean Augustine, M.P., and Chair of the Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development, today commented on International Assistance in Budget 2000.

In Budget 2000, Canada will increase its bilateral development assistance by a total of $435 million over the next three years and will make contributions totalling $175 million to the trust funds administered by the IMF and World Bank to reduce the debts of the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPCs).  In addition, $135 million will be put toward environmental initiatives over five years and $10 million annually for the Department of Foreign Affairs human security initiatives.

The Budget also announced that Canada will cancel 100 per cent of the commercial bilateral debts of all countries that fulfil the requirements of the HIPC initiative.

“I am pleased that Canada is taking leadership on the HIPC Initiative and with the small increase to ODA. Given that we are in a surplus position, Canada needs to augment ODA further and set conditions for the HIPC initiative,” said Ms. Augustine.

The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development is an all-party group established in October 1997. It is mandated to raise national awareness of population and development issues and to influence and shape public policy decisions consistent with commitments made by the Canadian government at international conferences and in Canadian Foreign Policy.

For more information, please contact Carole Nesbeth at (613) 995-9364
