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(OTTAWA)– Jean Augustine, M.P., Chair of the Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development today welcomed Mr. Martyn Jones, M.P., Chair of the U.K. All-party group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health, Dr. Hirofumi Ando, Deputy Director, UNFPA, Dr. Nicholas Dodd, Chief Reproductive Health Branch, UNFPA, Dr. David Alnwick, Chief of Health, and Dr. Roger Shrimpton, Chief of Nutrition, UNICEF, Dr. Roger Tonkin, President of the International Association for Adolescents Health, Ms. Margaret Hilson, Assistant Executive Director for International Programs, Canadian International Association for Reproductive Health (CPHA),

Mr. Michael Shenstone, Chair, Action Canada for Population and Development (ACPD), Ms. Barbara MacDonald, Senior Nutrition Specialist, Canadian International Deveolpment Agency (CIDA), and Sylvia Barrow, Health Specialist, CIDA, to a forum on adolescents reproductive health. 

“The forum marks the 1st Anniversary of the CAPPD. One year ago, my colleagues and I launched the CAPPD and today we are welcoming these distinguished panellists focusing on adolescents' reproductive health and nutrition.” said Ms. Augustine.

The International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, 1994, and the recent 1998 UNFPA report on the State of the World Population cited 800 million teenagers by 1999 will have little or no education and access to reproductive health and services in developing countries.

The widespread lack of information on reproductive health put many young people at risk for unwanted pregnancies and life-threatening sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV/AIDS. These health problems can be prevented through appropriate sexual health education that could influence behaviour.

“Improving women’s maternal health is the first place to begin in securing children’s health and well-being.” Ms. Augustine commented.  “Too often, this connection is not made in discourse on nutrition and health. Investing in women’s health has the benefit of lowering infant mortality rate and maternal morbidity.”

Each year an estimated 7.5 million children die around the world due to poor maternal health and inadequate nutrition. Over 100 million of the world’s children suffer from Vitamin A deficiency and two billion individuals, the majority of them women of reproductive age, suffer from iron deficiency anemia which is a leading cost of low birth weight in children and maternal deaths.

The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development is an all-party group with a mandate to raise national awareness and influence and shape policy decisions consistent with commitments made at international conferences and in Canadian Foreign policy.
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