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(OTTAWA) The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development, domestic and international non-government organization and civil society around the world are commemorating World Population Day today.

World Population Day was designated by the United Nations in 1989 with the aim to raise awareness of the interrelationship between population and development. This year’s public awareness theme is, “Saving Women’s Lives,”which builds upon the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action that called for “the advancement of gender equality and equity and the empowerment of women, and the elimination of all kinds of violence against women, and ensuring women’s ability to control their own fertility are cornerstones of population and development programmes.”

“Respecting women’s rights and autonomy is essential saving their lives,” said 

Ms. Augustine, Co-chair of CAPPD. “Societies can fulfil their responsibilites to all its citizens when there is a concerted effort, a strong determination to stop violence against women, to allow women, especially the girl-child, to have equal access to education, and to allow women to make decisions freely about their sexual and reproductive health.” 

Gender-based violence is recognized as a major public health concern and violation of human rights. One is every three woman has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime. According to the World Bank, violence against girls and women causes more death and disability among women in the 15 to 44 age group than cancer, Malaria, traffic accidents and war. Every year some 2 million girls and women are at risk of female genital multilation and HIV/AIDS infects 2.3 million women every year.

The statistics is also alarming in terms of women’s reproductive and sexual health. More than 585,000 women die every year from causes, most preventable, related to pregnancy. The odds of a woman dying from maternity-related causes ranges from 1 per 10,000 women in Northern Europe to 1 in 35 in sourthern Asia and to 1 in 23 in Africa.

Access to equal opportunities continues to be a elusive goal for thousands of women around the world. Women do not have equal access to primary or secondary education as their male counterparts. Of the 960 million illiterate adults in the world, two thirds are female and of the 130 million children not enrolled in primary school, two thirds are girls. Studies and experience have shown that education is strongly associated with lower infant mortality and maternal morbidity and a women’s ability to manage her own life.

“Emancipating women from gender discrimination and inequality saves lives and holds them in high esteem. This is a goal we must all strive for in protecting women’s human rights,” commented Ms. Augustine.

The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development is an all-party group with a mandate to raise national awareness of population and development issues and to influence and shape public policy decisions consistent with commitments made by the Canadian government at international conferences and in Canadian Foreign Policy.

For more information, please contact Carole Nesbeth at (613) 995-9364.
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