The CAPPD Commemorate World AIDS Day

with Display on Parliament Hill

OTTAWA, December 1, 1998 – The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development in cooperation with the Canadian Public Health Association will commemorate World AIDS Day, December 1, 1998, with an information table and public service message videos on Parliament Hill.

The theme of this year’s public awareness campaign focuses on Young People: Force for Change. Young people around the world are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. UNAIDS reports that half of new HIV infections are among people aged 15-24, the age that most young people start their sexual lives. In 1998, nearly 3 million young people became infected with the virus. The cause of the high incidence of the disease stems from sexually transmitted diseases as a result of unsafe sex.

“The spread of HIV/AIDS among young people is an increasingly alarming trend that must be arrested. As parents and members of the global community we have a civic responsibility to provide our young people with the information they need to protect their health and modify their behaviour,” said Ms. Augustine, Chair of CAPPD. “This would go a long way in enabling young people to become less vulnerable to this deadly epidemic and bring the solution of prevention into greater focus.”

The total number of people newly infected with HIV in 1998 will rise to 5.8 million, bringing the total number of people living with HIV/AIDS to 33.4 million. The new infections are increasingly concentrated in the younger age groups. Approximately 7,000 young people aged 10-24 get infected with HIV every day, that is five young persons every minute. Children are increasingly at risk of getting infected whether from their mother before or at birth, or through breast-feeding. The total number of children infected to date is 1.2 million.

The Canadian Association of Parliamentarians on Population and Development is an all-party group established in October 1997. It is mandated to raise national awareness of population and development issues and to influence and shape public policy decisions consistent with commitments made by the Canadian government at international conferences and in Canadian Foreign Policy.

For more information, please contact Carole Nesbeth at (613) 995-9364.
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